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Art Unit: 2854 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 37-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Malloy et al. (US # 5,577,947) in view of Schilli et al. (US # 5,552,869). 

With respect to claim 37, Malloy et al. teach a method of applied a scent to an 
article, comprise the steps of applying a scented ink or scented gel carrier to a substrate 
and drying or curing the scented ink or scented gel carrier (col. 4 of Malloy et al.) 

Malloy et al. teach all the limitations, except for the curing the scented ink or 
scented gel carrier at a temperature is at about or less than the flashpoint of the scent. 

Schilli et al. teach a method for drying liquid or ink at a temperature below or 
less than the flashpoint of the liquid or ink (cols. 2-3 of Schilli et al.) 

In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art to 
modify the method steps of Malloy et al. to include the step of drying liquid or ink at a 
temperature below or less than the flashpoint of the liquid or ink at taught by Schilli et 
al. to assure the curing process of the scented ink or scented gel applied on the 
substrate can be carry out properly. 

With respect to claim 38, see col. 4, lines 1 0-1 8 of Malloy et al. that teach the 
step of applying a protective coating to the substrate. 
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With respect to claim 39, see col. 5 of Malloy et al. that teach the step of 
applying a protective coating to the scented ink or scented gel carrier. 

With respect to claim 40, see col. 5, lines 34-36 of Malloy et al. that teach the 
scented ink or scented gel carrier is applied to the substrate by spraying. 

With respect to claim 41 , see col. 3 of Malloy et al. that teach fragment oil of the 
scent is added and mixed with the ink and then applied to the substrate, the scent is not 
generally visible during the use of the article. 

With respect to claim 42, see col. 3 of Malloy et al. that teach fragment oil of the 
scent is colorless. 

With respect to claim 43, see col. 4 of Malloy et al. that teach the scented ink or 
scented gel is applied to substrate by screen printing. 

With respect to claim 44, see Fig. 1 of Malloy et al. that teach the steps of an 
article manufacture. 

Response to Remarks/Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed December 21 , 2005 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 

With respect to claims 37- 44, the Applicant argued that "Malloy does not 
disclose, teach or suggest all the claim elements of claims 37-44. Malloy relate to 
making balloon, having a printed image thereon, a scent corresponding to the image, by 
adding fragrant oil to the printing ink prior to printing the images on the balloons", and 
"Mallory does not apply a gel carrier , merely fragrant oil added directly to the printing 
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ink. The addition of the oil directly to the ink does not provide a mechanism to retain the 
scent". The Examiner respectfully disagrees with the Applicant's opinion because 
Malloy et al. do teach a method for applying a fragrant or a scent to a substrate 
including the steps of applying scented ink or scented gel carrier to a substrate and then 
drying or curing the scented ink or scented gel carrier (col. 4). It is noted that the 
scented ink (combination mixture of printing ink and fragrant oil) is performing as a 
scented gel carrier; and the step of printing or applying a scented ink to a substrate as 
taught by Malloy et al. meet the broad recitation of "applying a gel carrier to a 
substrate" as recited in claim 37. 

The Applicant also argued that "Schilli does not disclose teach or suggest all the 
claim elements of claims 37-44" and "Schilli does not teaching applying a scented ink to 
a substrate at all, merely a method and apparatus for drying liquid toners". It is true that 
Schilli et al. do not teach applying scented ink or scented gel carrier to a substrate. 
However, the Schilli et al. reference have been used in combination with Malloy et al. 
to meet the recitation of "curing the scented gel carrier at a temperature below or less 
than the flashpoint of the scent". Malloy et al. teach a step of drying or curing the 
scented ink or scented gel carrier (col. 4, lines 60+), and while Malloy et al. do not 
teach drying or curing scented ink or scented gel carrier at a temperature below or less 
that the flashpoint of the scent. Schilli et al. teach a method of drying or curing liquid or 
ink at a temperature below of less that the flashpoint of the liquid or ink (cols. 2-3); and 
the method of Malloy et al. have been modify to include the step of drying or curing the 
ink at a temperature below of less that the flashpoint of the ink as taught by Schilli et al. 
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to assure the curing process of the scented ink applied on a substrate can be carry out 
properly. Therefore, claims 37-44 rendered obvious in view of the teaching of Malloy et 
al. and Schilli et al. 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh H. Chau whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2156. The examiner can normally be reached on M - TH 9:30AM - 8:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew H. Hirshfeld can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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